Why Ocean Colour?
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Credit: European Space Agency

A phytoplankton bloom in the South Atlantic, captured by
the MODIS-Aqua sensor on 22 November 2004. Ocean
currents have formed a number of eddies (spirals) with
elevated chlorophyilievels.
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Credit: Ocean Bialogy Processing Group, NASA/GSFC



Credit: Grant Pitcher, MCM, South Africa

Selection of phytoplankton species
responsible for harmiful algat blooms.

Credit: Meena Kumari, Central Institute for Fisheries Technolagy, Kachi, India
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Credit for Global Biospheres: SeaWifS Project NASA/GSFC and GeoEye



An extensive bloom of Gonyaulax polygramma causing a red tide in False Bay,
South Africa on 23 February 2007 (from Pitcher et al., 2007, Oceanography.
21(3):82-91)

Track of a tagged Loggerhead turtle (black line)
averlain on SealllifS chlorephyli data along the
Transitional Zone Chlorophyll Frontin the North
Pacific Ocean (from Polovina et al., 2004, Fish.
Oceanaogr. 13:36-51).

Chiorophyllimage of NW india on 29 February 2006 generated from the Indian
OCM sensor. Oceanic features such ds cyclonic eddies (1 and 2/ and fronts (3 and 4)
are known to be productive sites and are hence relevant for fishery exploration.
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Platt and Sathyendranath, unpublished data

Estimated underwater visibility (m) in the eastern Canadian Arctic for the
month of August, based on Seallifs climatological records.
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